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Introduchon

‘The Fall 1992 Meetmg of the Coalmon Task Force took place on November 19 and 20 in

Leesburg, Virginia.. 400 individuals from over 200 institutions and organizations. attended the
- Meeting. A total of 176 institutions and organizations now belong to the Coalition Task Force,

and 88% of them were represented at this Meeting. (?) institutions and orgamzahons attended
- this meeting as new members of the Task Force.

The Transformahonal Potenhal of Networked Informahon

"The Meetmg theme, "'!‘he Transf-ormatxonal ‘Potential of Networked Informahon " was
introduced by Chuck Henry, Director, Vassar College lerary, and co-leader of the Workmg o
Group on the Transformation of Scholarly Communication, in the opening plenary session. He
noted that * He then introduced four individuals who are "true pathfinders and pioneers whose

~work is breaking new ground in this area of vital importance to realizing the full promise of
networks ‘to advarice scholarshlp and intellectual produchvrty " Peters also noted that the

* theme for this meeting grew out of an invitational meeting held by the Working Group on -
Dlrectones and Resource Informahon Servxces at Stanford Umversrty in ]une, 1991, -

thon Cerf,’ V:ce Presxdent Corporahon for Natmnal Research Imtnatwes, descnbed hlS

vision of the digital library system and the rolé of "knowbots” in Iocatmg "nuggets" of

information on networks. Knowbots are dynamic programs that move ‘around in networks and -

carry out algorithms or searches. While the knowbot is carrying out a search, it can modify it,

for example, by searching another database. The Corporation for National Research
- Initiatives has developed a prototype knowbot for white pages services and is developing the

Abide project which uses knowbots to query multxple databases produced by the: Natronal '
" Library of: Med:cme : : _

_Brewster Kahle, Prolect Leader, Thmkmg Machmes Corporatlon, 56654 fundamental sh:ft in
‘the way:that information services are being delivered in contemporary soclety ‘In'commenting
“on. the pervasiveness-and power of technology and information-services to the-individual,
“Kahle noted-that he announced the Wide Area Information System (WAIS) project via-an’
Internet e-mail message, and ten months later has 10,000 users of the product. The goals of
- WAIS; anelectronic publishing system; are: : to'make personal information: accessible; to have
. published information find the user; to be usableé anywhere; and, ‘to allow others to use what an
-individual has learned, if appropriate.- WAIS; which is based on the Z39.50 protocol, employs
- English language query and relevance feedback as its navigational techniques. At present, 100 -
databases are being served via WAIS in nine countries, and three new databases are being
registered per week. .

Next, Joyce Reynolds, Information Sciences. Institute,. Umvers:ty of .Southern - California,
" described user services planning being carried out via the nine User Services Working Groups
- (USWG) of the Internet Engmeermg Task Force (TIETF). The USWG providés a regular forum for
those. :nterested in all user services to identify and: initiate projects designed to improve the -






. For example; when ‘a scientist has a*billion: numbers:in a research ‘database, visualization
- techniques can assist in making sense of them. :‘While the goal of early computer graphic efforts
“was to take what we see optically and make it graphic, new intitiatives by the Center for
Supercomputer Applications and others, work ‘towards-understanding physical phenomena,
projecting -images :into. the: future, .and" developing virtual reality environments. Cox
. emphasized ‘the: importance of collaborative: efforts. In'closing; she stated, "We're on a
- fantastic journiey and it’s only going to get better. The-only thing that will'stop-us is-the speed
“of: Itght "Archltectures for I-Ilgh-Performance Networked Infonmhon Resources and Serwces

- NREN Pubhc Pohcy Framework

In the closing plenary session panel devoted to updates and mformahon on pohcy issues and
“initiatives pertaining to the dévelopment of networks and networked information resources and
services; moderator Richard West; Associdte Vice President of the’ University of ‘California“
and‘Chair of the Coalition Steering Cominittee, noted that * The panel’ ‘presented ‘perspectives
" on the likely directions that the Clinton / Gore adrinistration will take on networks and
networked information policy issues, and represented the needs and interests of vanous network '
constituencies. The panelists and the issues they identified were: e g, Lo

%... .. Rick:Weingarten; Computing Research Association, described:an NREN Workshop,f
held in Monterey, California on September 16-18 to assemble groups of stakeholders to address -
the specific questions raised in the High Performance Computing Act (HPCA):of 1991 and on
-which the Office of Science and Technology Policy is to report by the end of this year. Eighteen
groups prepared papers presenting the views of their:constituencies on both broad NREN issues .
 --and the six.questions identified .in the HPCA. Weingarten felt that their was a-great deal of =~
~concensus among the :wide spectrum of representatives from public information groups, .
information providers, communication companies, researchers, and government agencies who
‘attended the meeting. Looking at the future of the NREN;, he stated that there is'a need foran .
NREN defined as a "user network,; that NREN politics are at a critical stage but we should not -

expect t0o much from the new administration, that the networking community needs to take the. " -

~‘lead in NREN developtnent and should look:to the government for partnershxp, not leadershlp, _
~-and that the NREN process should not be adversarial since there is a shared:vision among "
many stakeholders.

e . Ken Kay, Computer Systems Policy Project (CSPP), described his group which consists
w2 of the CEOs of the thirteen top computer firms. CSPP has encouraged the government to-
- developa.more cohesive program in high performance: computing and:to stimulate the

. development of - grand aplications in -addition: to identifying grand challenges. He
~-reached out to the various communities represented at the Coalition Meeting and stated -
that we need to work together on a shared vision.. He encouraged the networking -
community to find better ways of "telling the story” of the benefits of networked
~:-applications.. .He feels. that - we need . to. build a. political constituency for high.
"2 performance networks and. eommumcatetoCongress, by identifying specific benefits:and :-
“ . aplications, how networks and networked information will beneflt constituencies. . .-

. Jane Bortnick anfxth Congressmnal Research Serwce lerary of Congress, dlscussed
- issues on information policy in the 103d Congress and:pending issues which will be
-, addressed in:the next Congressional session. -She emphasized that their will be:a new
- ‘political -.environment, not only as a result ‘of .the election of the Clinton /. Gore
-administration, but as a result of the large number of new members of Congress and the -
.. shifting of membership on committees. Griffith said that recent discussions confirm
. that the Information Infrastructure bill (Gore II) will be reintroduced in:the next session .
of Congress and that it will focus on leveraging research-and:development efforts to -






systems models and cost / benefit studies; discussion a a proposed Visiting Program Officer for
Networked Public Information Program; discussion of actions that should be taken to coordinate
“and facilitate access to networked federal agency information and data; and a discussion of
needs and priorities at the state and local government levels.

. .Teaching and Learning: Review of draft sections of an information packet for new

- constituencies; a report on the Teaching and Learning program at the EDUCOm '92 conference;
~discussion of EDUCOM's proposed Project Jericho;, and discussion of K-12 networking.

Management and Professional and User Education: Review of draft sections of a briefing packet
~on management issues and strategies; discussion of actions that should be taken to frame and

-~ address accreditation iddues; discussion of programs or preojects that could promote

collaboration among information technologists and librarians; discussion of needs for projects
“related to user education; and, discussioon of a proposed project to use networks and other
muitimedia techniques for distance education for librarians and information technologists.

Project Big Ideas

Coalition Networked Cominunication

..Paul Evan Peters, Executive Director of the Coalition, announced the availability of a series of
- electronic forums focusing on the program activities of the Coalition. Discussion forums are
available in each of the eight areas of the Coalition's program as well as on other topics such
‘as copyright. In addition, the Coalition has developed a broadcast list, cni-announce, which
~will carry information on Coalition activities, such as Calls for Statements of Interest in new
- projects, project reports, and Task Force Meeting reports. For information on these lists, send an

- e-mail message to LISTSERV@CNIORG and type HELP as the message.

Upcoming Task Force Meeting

The Spring 1993 Meeting of the Coalition Task Force will be held on March 22 and 23, 1992 in
San Francisco. The theme for the Meeting will be "Big Ideas that Make a Difference.”

Further Information
~Additional Information

“Additional information about the Spring 1992 Meeting of the Coalition Task Force, and the
-various talks presented and documents distributed at this meeting, can be obtained on the

.- -Coalition ftp file server at ftp.cni.org in the directory /CNI/tf.meetings/1992b.fall or from Joan

. Lippincott, Coalition Assistant Executive Director, by sending electronic mail to joan@cni.org or
by phoning the Coalition office (202) 232-2466.
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