Social Science Data and ETDs: 

Issues and Challenges

Background

Students engaged in the social science research process are seeking ways to enhance knowledge in their respective fields.  During this process, the students explore the possibility of using existing data and make choices about whether new data must be collected to best answer the research question they are seeking to answer in their theses and dissertations.  Technological advances are having a significant impact on the way that research in the social sciences is produced and disseminated. 

As electronic theses and dissertations become the norm, new standards are required about the conditions under which students document the data on which their theses and dissertations are based.  Some experts advocate that all data must be deposited in a repository or archive at the time a thesis or dissertation is deposited, but there are significant issues associated with such a requirement.  Do students actually control the data they use, or are the data restricted in use or under the control of a faculty member or some other?  If students use publicly available data, should they only be required to deposit the program code they developed to modify the data?  Where should data be deposited, and when?  There are other questions that we will discuss in this presentation, and that will animate the conversation with the rest of the participants.

Current Context
Our institutions are facing a number of opportunities and challenges as we make these complex ETDs available.  There is a need for:

· Policies, standards, and infrastructure to connect this scholarship with its underlying data

· Tools to support access to and reuse of these datasets

Objective

Identify and respond to such questions as:

· What does replication mean?  

· Is the program code more valuable than the raw data and should it be included in the ETD?  

· What are the rules for data deposit and should these extend to the source material regardless of social science discipline?  

· What are the curation tasks for data and can or should institutions carry these out on their own?

· What kind of technological developments are necessary to link datasets to their publication (i.e., ETD)?

· Where does the need for expertise lie?

· How to manage digital rights in this environment?

Next Steps

· Identify gaps and develop new tools and services for these ETDs

· Develop a multi-dimensional framework for providing access to and support of data-rich social science ETDs
· Work with service providers, university libraries, and data providers to develop a mechanism for making data available that is as effective as the current system for making ETDs themselves available.
Further Information

Myron Gutmann – gutmann@umich.edu
Joan Cheverie – cheverij@georgetown.edu
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